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Kings Highway: The Great Strategic Military Highway of America: El Camino 
Real, the Old San Antonio Road. By Mrs. LirscomB NorvELL. (Beaumont, Texas, 
Author, Crosby Hotel, 1946. 400 pp. $10.00) 

El Camino Real was the primary artery of communication between the Rio 
Grande and the Sabine rivers during the Spanish and Mexican occupation of Texas, 
This privately printed volume commemorates the achievements of Mrs. Lipscomb 
Norvell in securing support from the Texas legislature in resurveying the route and 
from private contributors who donated funds for historical markers, From 1911 to 
1945, Mrs. Norvell was president of the “National Old Trails Road in Texas,” a 
group affiliated with the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

The reviewer was unable to discern any attempt to organize this study logically, 
and the table of contents and index proved more confusing than helpful. In the first 
third of her book, the author traces the history of the entire region through which 
the “King's Highway” passed. Borrowing heavily from recognized historical studies, 
such as Carlos E. Castañeda's volumes in the series Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 
she has failed to integrate the material in the various accounts, and repetitions are 
therefore numerous. The rest of the book isa collection of source materials, includ- 
ing correspondence with archivists, historians, and surveyors; bills considered by the 
Texas legislature; and dedicatory programs and speeches. Had Mrs. Norvell had 
the assistance of a trained writer and an experienced publisher, she might have elim- 
inated many grammatical and typographic errors and thus produced a more worthy 
book as a tribute to her continuous efforts to preserve the “King's Highway” and 
to stimulate an interest in Texas history. 

W. TuRRENTINE JACKSON 

Towa State College 


Passage to Glory: John Ledyard's America, By HELEN Aucur. (Garden City, Double- 
day and Company, Inc., 1946. 310 pp. $3.00) 

Regardless of whether one may regard as academic pedantry the assumption that 
one scholar should not duplicate another's published research, writers and pub- 
lishers should, nevertheless, be chary about claiming unique achievement. The 
statement, on the inside flap of the jacket of Passage to Glory, to the effect that this 
book constitutes a “rediscovery” ignores the previous and, furthermore, quite recent 
appearance of Kenneth Munford's Jokn Ledyard: An American Marco Polo (1939), 
which is not even cited in the bibliography. 

Passionately in love with her hero, the author convincingly portrays Ledyard as 
“one of the most engaging and lovable characters in history.” Cast in the role of an 
Anthony Adverse, this Connecticut Yankee is revealed as a man of boundless hu- 
manity, statesmanlike vision, elemental but deep patriotism, acute powers of obser- 
vation, undaunted courage, and dogged persistence, 

Fatherless at nine and frustrated by unsympathetic guardians and teachers, this 
imaginative youth finally went to sea and later joined the crew on the Resolution 
under James Cook. There being no “historiographer” or anthropologist on the 
expedition's official roster, Ledyard acted as such. 
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